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702
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{ 704 )
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706
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1
FREQUENCY DIVIDER

BACKGROUND

Frequency dividers are used in a large number of applica-
tions and may be implemented as circuits in which the input
frequencies are integer multiples of the output frequencies.
The maximum input frequency and the power consumption
can typically be of concerns with regard to the frequency
divider. Injection-locked frequency dividers (ILFDs) can be
implemented to divide high frequencies, consuming gener-
ally less power than conventional frequency dividers (CML,
dynamic logic, etc.), as they operate at the output rate as
opposed to the input frequency.

Conventional frequency dividers are based on latches and
registers. The digital approach allows easy implementation of
almost any kind of division ratio, including odd division
moduli (e.g. 3, 5, and so forth). For example, a divide-by-3
register-based divider consists of two positive edge-triggered
registers (flip-flop) and an AND gate. The output is low for
two cycles and high for one cycle of the input signal. Other
frequency dividers, such as divide-by-5 dividers, divide-by-7
dividers, and so forth, can be implemented with similar archi-
tecture. For instance, in a divide-by-7 divider, the output
would be low for four cycles and high for three cycles of the
input signal.

Different implementations of registers may be used for a
frequency divider having static or dynamic power consump-
tion characteristics and a maximum achievable operation fre-
quency. For example, the frequency divider may be imple-
mented as a MOS current mode logic (MCML), true single
phase clock logic (TSPC), enhanced true single phase clock
logic (E-TSPC), and so forth. The disadvantage of conven-
tional frequency dividers is the power consumption, which
rises with the increase of input frequency.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description is described with reference to the
accompanying figures. In the figures, the left-most digit(s) of
areference number identifies the figure in which the reference
number first appears. The use of the same reference numbers
in different instances in the description and the figures may
indicate similar or identical items.

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of one implemen-
tation of a frequency divider system.

FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram of another imple-
mentation of a frequency divider system.

FIG. 3 is a simplified schematic diagram of another imple-
mentation of a frequency divider system.

FIG. 4 is a simplified schematic diagram of a differential
implementation of a frequency divider system.

FIG. 5 is a simplified schematic diagram of another difter-
ential implementation of a frequency divider system.

FIG. 6 is a simplified schematic diagram of a differential
delay stage component.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of a method for dividing a fre-
quency of a signal.

FIG. 8 is an exemplary environment in which techniques in
accordance with the present disclosure may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Certain embodiments and implementations will be
described with particular reference to the accompanying
drawings. While the implementations will be described in
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2

conjunction with these drawings, it will be understood that
they are not intended to be limiting.

According to one implementation, a divide-by-N fre-
quency divider system, where N is an integer, includes a ring
oscillator having M stages, where M is an integer, and a zero
mean current component coupled to one or more of the stages
to provide a zero mean current flow path. The ring oscillator
is configured to receive an injection input signal. The fre-
quency divider system may be used in the signal processing
and communication technology areas, such as for use in radio
frequency circuits, and may be implemented in a phase lock
loop (PLL), a frequency synthesizer, or the like.

FIG. 1 shows a divide-by-N frequency divider system 100.
The system 100 includes a ring oscillator 102 having M stages
104a-n and a zero mean current component 106 coupled to
one or more of the stages 104a-r to provide a zero mean
current flow path. An input signal, V., is provided to system
100. The stages 104a-r operate on the input signal by way of
injection devices 110a-z to provide an output signal, V 5.
having a frequency that is a fraction of the input signal, V.

According to one implementation, the zero mean current
component 106 comprises one or more capacitors, which may
be coupled to, for example, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, or other suitable
number of stages 104a-r and to ground, or DC voltage, to
maintain a zero average or mean current. Alternatively, the
zero current may be maintained by a battery or other suitable
device. The zero mean current component 106 balances the
current through the injection devices 110a-n, which may
reduce the so-called pull down, pull up, or load effect of the
injection devices 110a-7 on the ring oscillator 102 at nodes
V1, Vs, etc. Thus, the injection devices 110a-» may be made
larger (e.g., physically larger and/or having higher voltage)
without significantly affecting the oscillation of the ring
oscillator 102. By permitting larger injection devices 110a-n,
the locking range of the ring oscillator 102 may be increased.

Each stage 104a-n of the divide-by-N frequency divider
system 100 includes a stage component 108a-z and an injec-
tion device 110a-n, respectively. The stage components
108a-» may each include an inverter or other suitable device
and may serve as a buffer, delay stage, or may perform any
other suitable frequency divider stage component function.
The injection devices 110a-7 may each include a voltage or
current injection device, such as a metal oxide semiconductor
(MOS) device, coupled between at least one stage component
108a-» and the zero mean current component 106. It may also
include a phase-shifting network that delays the injection
signal V.. One or more of the injection devices 110a-» may
receive an injection voltage signal, V,,, and may provide an
injected voltage signal tonodes V,,V,,V, , and so forth, of the
ring oscillator 102.

FIG. 2 shows an example of a divide-by-7 frequency
divider system 200. Stages 3-6 are omitted for the sake of
simplicity. System 200 includes a ring oscillator 202 having 7
stages, 204,-204., and a zero mean current component 206
coupled to one or more of the stages 204,-204, to provide a
zero mean current flow path. Stages 204,-204., operate on the
input signal, V,,, to provide an output signal, V 1, that has
a frequency that is 4 of the frequency of the input signal,
Vo

Each of the stages 204, , includes a stage component
208, , and an injection device 210, ., respectively. For
example, the stage component 208, includes a PMOS tran-
sistor 212, (coupled to voltage V ;) and an NMOS transistor
214, (coupled to . or ground) coupled together to operate as
a Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS)
inverter. The injection device 210, includes a MOS transistor
device, such as an NMOS transistor 216,. Although an
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NMOS transistor 216, is shown, it is appreciated thata PMOS
transistor may alternatively be used. The injection devices
210, _, may be connected to each of the internal nodes (at V,
V,, V,, etc.) of the ring oscillator to maximize the locking
range for the ring oscillator 202.

The source 218, of the NMOS transistor 216, is coupled to
the zero mean current component 206, shown here as a single
capacitor. The zero mean current component 206 is used to
force a zero mean current flow through the NMOS transistors
216, _, of the injection devices 210, . The gates 220, , of the
transistors 216,_, are configured to receive the injection volt-
age signal, V,,,,, which may be the signal to be divided or a
signal derived from it. The drains 222, , of the NMOS tran-
sistors 216, -, are coupled to internal nodes of the ring oscil-
lator 202.

The injection devices 210, -, and more particularly NMOS
transistors 216, ,, provide a mixing operation between the
injected signal, V.., and the proper harmonic of the funda-
mental frequency of the oscillator at an internal node of the
ring oscillator 202. More particularly, mixing between the
injected signal frequency and the (N-1)th and/or the (N+1)th
harmonic of the fundamental frequency of the oscillator pro-
vides the necessary frequency shift to enable the locking and
hence the frequency division.

FIG. 3 shows a system 300, similar to system 200, but also
having a so-called tail current source 324. The tail current
source 324 provides a tail current I,,; to each of the stages
304, , in order to improve robustness of the system with
respect to process variations and other device or operating
inconsistencies. More particularly, in the absence of a tail
current source, if V, in a given ring oscillator changes, the
center frequency of the oscillator also changes, which may
lead to an undesired result, such as locking to a frequency
different than the desired frequency. Coupling the tail current
1,47 as show in FIG. 3, the circuit is made independent of the
value of V.

FIG. 4 shows a divide-by-N frequency divider system 400,
generally similar to system 100, but having differential inputs
and outputs. The portion of the circuit extending from A to
V o 18 essentially identical to the circuit shown in FIG. 1.
The portion of the circuit extending from A' to -V ;.- is also
essentially identical to the circuit shown in FIG. 1 except that
this portion is operated at an opposite phase to the portion of
the circuit extending from A to V. Each of the stage
components 408a-n is coupled to a first injection device
410a-4107 and a second injection device 410'a-410'n. For
example, the first injection device 410a is coupled between a
first output 412a of the stage component 408a and a zero
mean current component 406. The second injection device
410'a is coupled between a second output 414a of the stage
component 408a and the zero mean current component 406.

FIG. 5 shows a divide-by-N frequency divider system 500,
generally similar to system 200, but having differential inputs
and outputs. The portion of the circuit extending from A to
V oor 18 essentially identical to the circuit shown in FIG. 2.
The portion of the circuit extending from A' to -V - 1s also
essentially identical to the circuit shown in FIG. 2, except that
this potion is operated at an opposite phase to the portion of
the circuit extending from A to V ;.. Thus, each of the stage
components 508a-n is coupled to a first injection device
510a-2 and a second injection device 510'a-n, respectively.
The first injection device 510a-# is coupled between a first
output 512a-n of the stage component 508a-7, respectively,
and a zero mean current component 506. The second injection
device 510'a-n is coupled between a second output 514a-» of
the stage component 508a-n, respectively, and the zero mean
current component 506. As with system 300, shown in FI1G. 3,
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according to some implementations (as represented by the
dashed line), a tail current source 518 may provide a tail
current I, or otherwise maintain a desired current to one or
more of the stage components 508a-». The stage component
508a-» may be a differential delay stage or inverter, as shown
in FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary differential delay stage 600,
which may be used as one or more of the stage components
508a-n. Differential signals are applied as input signals V.,
and V ,, to transistors 602 and 604, respectively. V,, and V
may correspond to A and A', respectively. As with system 300,
shown in FIG. 3, a tail current source 606 may provide a tail
current 1., ,, or otherwise maintain a desired current to the
differential delay stage 600. The tail current source 606 may
also be connected between several of the stages in order to
provide a tail current I,,,,, or otherwise maintain a desired
current, to a system, e.g. system 500, thereby reducing the
effects of process variations and other device inconsistencies,
as described above. Transistors 602 and 604 are coupled to
transistor 608 and 610, respectively, to provide output signals
Vop and V., which may correspond to V. and -V .,
respectively.

Exemplary Process

Specifics of exemplary methods are described below. How-
ever, it should be understood that certain acts need not be
performed in the order described, and may be modified, and/
or may be omitted entirely, depending on the circumstances.
Moreover, the acts described may be carried out in part using
a computer, processor or other computing device based on
instructions stored on one or more computer-readable media.
The computer-readable media can be any available media that
can be accessed by a computing device to implement the
instructions stored thereon.

FIG. 7 illustrates one example implementation of a process
700 for dividing the frequency of a signal. The method will be
described with reference to FIG. 3, though merely for sake of
convenience; the method is not intended to be limited by this
exemplary implementation.

At 702, an input signal to be divided is provided to a stage
ofaring oscillator. For example, V. may be provided to first
stage 304, . The stage 304, may have a stage component 308,
and an injection device 310,.

At 704, the injection device may be coupled to a zero mean
current component. For example, injection device 310, may
be coupled to zero mean current component 306, which may
be a capacitor, battery, or other device for maintaining a zero
mean current path.

At 706, the stage may be coupled to a tail current source.
For example, stage 304, maybe coupled to a tail current
source 324. The tail current source 324 may also be connected
between several of the stages in order to provide a tail current
1472, Or otherwise maintain a desired current, to the system
300, thereby reducing the effects of process variations and
other device inconsistencies, as described above.

At 708, an injected signal is mixed, using the injection
device, with a harmonic signal of a fundamental frequency of
the ring oscillator. For example, the injection device 310, may
receive V,,, and mix it with a harmonic signal of a funda-
mental frequency of the ring oscillator, such as the signal
output by the stage 304, .

At 710, an output signal is provided at a node of the ring
oscillator. The output signal has a frequency that is a fraction
of the frequency input signal to be divided. For example, a
signal maybe provided by the injection device 310, at node
V1, where the frequency of' V1 is a fraction of the frequency
of'the input signal V,,,. For example, if the stage is one of M
stages of the ring oscillator, the output signal is a 1/N fraction
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of'the input signal to be divided, where M is different from N.
According to one implementation, N is equal to M.

Exemplary Environment

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary environment 1000 in which
techniques in accordance with the present disclosure may be
implemented. In this implementation, the environment 1000
includes a communication device 1010, or other mobile and/
or electronic device, having one or more phase lock loop
(PLL) circuit(s) 1002 that incorporates a frequency divider
(e.g., frequency divider system 100) configured in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present disclosure to provide
an output signal that is a fraction of an input signal. The PLL
circuit 1002 may include other components that operate to
provide a phase lock function; however, these components are
not shown for the sake of simplicity. The communication
device 1010 operatively communicates via one or more net-
works 1040, such as wireless local area network (WLAN),
with a plurality of other devices 1042. Alternatively, the com-
munication device 1010 may bypass the networks 1040 and
communicate directly with one or more of the other devices
1042.

In the representative environment 1000, the communica-
tion device 1010 is a hand-held device, such as an MP3
(Moving Picture Exerts Group Layer-3) player, a personal
data assistant (PDA), a global positioning system (GPS) unit,
mobile telephone, smartphone, or other similar hand-held
device, and the other devices 1042 may include, for example,
a computer 1042A, another hand-held device 1042B, a com-
pact disc (CD) or digital video disc (DVD) player 1042C, a
signal processor 1042D (e.g., radio, navigational unit, televi-
sion, etc.), and a mobile phone 1042E. In alternate implemen-
tations, of course, the devices 1010, 1042 may include any
other suitable devices, and it is understood that any of the
plurality of devices 1042 may be equipped with PLL 1002
and/or frequency divider system 100 that operate in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present disclosure.

As further shown in FIG. 8, the communication device
1010 includes one or more processors 1012 and one or more
input/output (I/O) devices 1014 (e.g., transceivers, transmit-
ters, receivers, etc.) coupled to a system memory 1020 by a
bus 1016. In the implementation shown in FIG. 8, the fre-
quency divider system 100 is included as a component within
the 1/O devices 114 of the communication device 110. In
alternate implementations, however, the frequency divider
system 100 may be integrated with any other suitable portion
of the device 1010, or may be a separate, individual compo-
nent of the device 1010.

The system bus 1016 of the communication device 1010
represents any of the several types of bus structures, including
a memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral bus, an
accelerated graphics port, and a processor or local bus using
any ofa variety of bus architectures. The /O component 1014
may be configured to operatively communicate with one or
more external networks 1040, such as a cellular telephone
network, a satellite network, an information network (e.g.,
Internet, intranet, cellular network, cable network, fiber optic
network, LAN, WAN, etc.), an infrared or radio wave com-
munication network, or any other suitable network.

The system memory 1020 may include computer-readable
media configured to store data and/or program modules for
implementing the techniques disclosed herein that are imme-
diately accessible to and/or presently operated on by the
processor 1012. For example, the system memory 1020 may
also store a basic input/output system (BIOS) 1022, an oper-
ating system 1024, one or more application programs 1026,
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6

and program data 1028 that can be accessed by the processor
1012 for performing various tasks desired by a user of the
communication device 1010.

Moreover, the computer-readable media included in the
system memory 1020 can be any available media that can be
accessed by the device 1010, including computer storage
media and communication media. Computer storage media
may include both volatile and nonvolatile, removable and
non-removable media implemented in any method or tech-
nology for storage of information such as computer-readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data.
Computer storage media includes, but is not limited to, and
random access memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM),
electrically erasable programmable ROM (EEPROM), flash
memory or other memory technology, compact disk ROM
(CD-ROM), digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical
disk storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium, including paper, punch cards and the like, which can
be used to store the desired information and which can be
accessed by the communication device 1010.

Similarly, communication media typically embodies com-
puter-readable instructions, data structures, program modules
or other data in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave
or other transport mechanism and includes any information
delivery media. The term “modulated data signal” means a
signal that has one or more of its characteristics set or changed
in such a manner as to encode information in the signal. By
way of example, and not limitation, communication media
includes wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired
connection and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared
and other wireless media. Combinations of any of the above
should also be included within the scope of computer read-
able media.

Generally, program modules executed on the device 1010
may include routines, programs, objects, components, data
structures, etc., for performing particular tasks or implement-
ing particular abstract data types. These program modules
and the like may be executed as a native code or may be
downloaded and executed such as in a virtual machine or
other just-in-time compilation execution environments. Typi-
cally, the functionality of the program modules may be com-
bined or distributed as desired in various implementations.

Although the exemplary environment 1000 is shown as in
FIG. 8 as a communication network, this implementation is
meant to serve only as a non-limiting example of a suitable
environment for use of the frequency divider system 100 in
accordance with present disclosure. Similarly, the device
1010 is simply one non-limiting example of a suitable device
that may include frequency divider system 100 in accordance
with the present disclosure.

Conclusion

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described. Rather, the specific features and
acts are disclosed as preferred forms of implementing the
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A divide-by-N frequency divider system, where N is an
integer, comprising:
aring oscillator having M stages, where M is an integer, the
ring oscillator configured to receive an injection input
signal and provide an output signal, and each of the M
stages have a single input and a single output configured,
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respectively, to receive an output from its preceding
stage in the ring and to provide an input to its succeeding
stage in the ring; and
a zero mean current component coupled to one or more of
the stages to provide a zero mean current flow path,

wherein each M stage comprises a Complementary Metal
Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS) inverter and at least one
transistor coupled between the CMOS inverter and the
zero mean current component, the at least one transistor
comprising a gate, source, and drain, the gate configured
to receive an injection voltage, the source coupled to the
zero mean current component, and the drain coupled to
a node of the ring oscillator.

2. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1 wherein the zero mean current component comprises
one or more capacitors.

3. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1, wherein N is equal to M.

4. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1, wherein at least one of N or M is equal to 7.

5. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1, wherein N is an integer greater than 1, and wherein
each of the stages is coupled to a tail current source.

6. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1, wherein the output signal has a frequency equal to
1/N of the injection input signal to be divided, where M is
different than N.

7. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1, wherein the output signal has a frequency equal to
1/N of the injection input signal to be divided, where M is
equal to N.

8. The divide-by-N frequency divider system according to
claim 1 further comprising at least one tail current source
coupled to at least one stage of the ring oscillator.
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9. A divide-by-N frequency divider system, where N is an

integer, comprising:

aring oscillator having M stages, where M is an integer, the
ring oscillator configured to receive an injection input
signal and provide an output signal; and

a zero mean current component coupled to one or more of
the stages to provide a zero mean current flow path;

wherein the ring oscillator is a differential ring oscillator,
and each of the M stages comprises:

a stage component having a first output terminal and a
second output terminal:

a first injection device coupled between the first output
terminal of the stage component and the zero mean
current component; and

a second injection device coupled between the second
output terminal of the stage component and the zero
mean current component.

10. A frequency divider system comprising:

a plurality of stages, each stage including a stage compo-
nent and an injection device coupled to the stage com-
ponent; and

a zero mean current component coupled to the injection
device to provide a zero mean current flow path;

wherein the stage component is a differential delay stage
having a first output terminal and a second output termi-
nal, and wherein the injection device is a first injection
device coupled between the first output terminal of the
stage component and the zero mean current component,
the stage component further comprising a second injec-
tion device coupled between the second output terminal
of the stage component and the zero mean current com-
ponent.



